
AGRICULTURAL OPERATIONS

Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS)/Drone 
Flights at Waterman Standard Operation 
Procedure (SOP)

waterman.osu.edu

The College of Food, Agricultural and Environmental Sciences (CFAES) manages 
UAS/drone flights on the Columbus Campus at Chadwick Arboretum and Learning 
Gardens, Olentangy River Wetlands Research Park, and Waterman Agricultural and 
Natural Resources Laboratory (Waterman). This document will focus on the SOP at 
Waterman. These guidelines are for Ohio State faculty, staff, and students who are 
conducting work as part of a research lab, class experience, or Extension program. 
Flights are not authorized at these sites for the general public. 

Compliance:

All prospective UAS flights will need to follow all guidelines and submit UAS / Drone 
Flight Approval Request at least 14 days in advance of the flight event. 

Coordination:  

•	 When planning flights at Waterman, the project lead (e.g. one person from the 
team) should also submit a Waterman Lab Activity request form 14 days in advance 
of a flight event. We understand this will be a best guess, and factors such as 
weather, etc. might alter the flight date.  

•	 Within 72 hours (three days) of a flight event, the project lead should forward the 
initial request form to Matthew Sullivan (Sullivan.64@osu.edu) and Jamie Gothard 
(Gothard.9@osu.edu) to confirm details of the proposed flight.  

For additional information, such as approved parking areas, please take a look at the 
Visit Us page on the Waterman website. Thank you for your interest in Waterman.
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Drone Takeoff/Landing Zone Locations

There are currently three takeoff and landing zones for those wanting to use a drone 
at Waterman, all located in the northern portion of the facility. Each takeoff and  
landing space also has an area for recommended parking nearby as indicated on  
the map. 


